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The History of the World 


What is your viewpoint of world history? Is it simply “(1) past events in the 
lives of human beings, or (2) a written or oral account of those events” (Hum- 
phreys)? Or is it otherwise? What else could it be? 


... The prevailing narrative of human history is the plot of progress. 
As the narrative goes, we progressed from tyranny to freedom, from 
superstition to science, from poverty to wealth, from darkness to 
enlightenment. This is modernity’s origin myth. Out of it a consensus 
has emerged: part of human progress is the overcoming of religion, 
in particular Christianity, and that the world itself is fundamentally 
secular (Jones, Preface). 


In fact, the history of the world is actually a history of God’s involvement in 
and with the world. What is sometimes regarded as secular history is, in fact, that 
part of human history which floats along in opposition to God, while sacred 
history is that part of human history which stands in support of God and His 
rulership of the world. For at the center of world history is the fact that “the Lord, 
our God, the Almighty One has reigned” (Rev. 19:6) throughout history. 

Therefore, the history of the world develops under God’s royal reign/ruling 
with power and how various people respond to that reign: those yielded to His 
reign constitute the sacred ones (set apart to know and serve God) and those 
opposed to His reign constitute the secular ones (shamelessly connected to the 
world’s affairs and ignoring or excluding themselves from knowing and serving 
God). 

To put it another way, God has never been the Creator Who then retired as 
a passive spectator. He has always been, is now, and forever will be the One Who 
is in charge of His creation and creatures. 

One of the key terms in the Bible’s OT & NT disclosure of the dealings of 
God in human history is that of kingdom. John Bright’s The Kingdom of God is a 
must read for maximum appreciation of the connective nature of God’s work- 
manship in history. Furthermore, the word kingdom itself denotes the thrust of 
what is stated in the above comments. It is the central concept or timely thread 
running throughout the OT and continued in the NT: God is in charge of history. 
How people respond to this reality reveals their particular roles or places in 
history. 


Therefore, in the unveiling of God’s providential guidance and active par- 
ticipation in the history of the world, as revealed in the OT, and culminating in He 
Himself becoming human in Jesus, as revealed in the NT, the history of the world 
is nothing short of a history of protagonists (those supporting the reign of God) 
and antagonists (those struggling against the reign of God). So, rest assured that 
across the centuries, God has been involved in the lives of human beings. 

Supporters of secularism, of course, maintain that this is not the case. They 
maintain a number of positions which apparently contradict the thesis of this 
paper: (1) they do not believe that God acts in history; in fact, (2) they do not 
believe that God exists; (3) they themselves are not members of religious 
organizations or communities; and (4) they assume that the affairs of the world, 
including government and public education, should be conducted without 
reference to or regard for religion. 

However, rather than aborting the thesis of this writing, such positions 
actually support or verify the thesis. They are antagonists, as concretely stated 
above. Nevertheless, God Himself continues to rule this world in ways which are 
consonant or consistent with His will, domain, and decisions of methods and 
means. After all, God is the ultimate protagonist. 

The fact that this God became a human being (Incarnation) is one of the 
most astonishing facts in history. The fact that this God calls out numerous ones 
to be His people, and through them He carries out His will, is another rather 
astonishing fact revealed in scripture (Ephesians 3:9-11): “I Paul was chosen to 
explain to everyone this plan that God, the Creator of all things, had kept secret 
from the beginning. God’s purpose was to show His wisdom in all its rich variety 
to all the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms. They will see this when 
Jews and Gentiles are joined together in His church. This was His plan from all 
eternity, and it has now been carried out through Jesus Christ our Lord” (New 
Living Translation); 

“let everybody see clearly what God planned to do according to the truth hidden 
from the beginning in God, Who created everything, so that through the church 
God’s many-sided wisdom would now be shown to the rulers and authorities in 
heaven. He planned it through the ages and then did it in Christ Jesus, our Lord” 
(Beck); 

“to proclaim to the gentiles the incalculable riches of Christ, and to make plan to 
all men the meaning of that divine secret which he who created everything has 
kept hidden from the creation until now. The purpose is that all the angelic 
powers should now see the complex wisdom of God’s plan being worked out 


through the Church, in conformity to that timeless purpose which he centered in 
Christ Jesus, our Lord” (J.B. Phillips); 

“the privilege of proclaiming to the Gentiles the good news of the unfathomable 
riches of Christ, and of bringing to light how this hidden purpose was to be put 
into effect. It was hidden for long ages in God the creator of the universe, in order 
that now, through the church, the wisdom of God in all its varied forms might be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the realms of heaven. This is in ac- 
cord with his age-long purpose, which he achieved in Christ Jesus our Lord” (New 
English Bible). 

So, it is crystal clear from this passage, and numerous others which could 
be cited: “The Bible . . . is not merely a book of dos and don’ts or a patterned 
guide to life. It is the story of a loving, holy, faithful God working through his 
people to accomplish his mission” (Van Rheenen, 19). 

This is not to say that God has not, does not, or cannot carry out His works 
in the world outside the boundaries of the Church. But since the Church is His 
Body on this planet, whatever else, wherever else, or however else He may 
operate is most likely to impact, and to be impacted by, the Church one way or 
another. 

After all, God’s creation is an enormously gigantic enterprise. It embraces 
the earthly world of nature (Rom. 8:19-22) and the heavenly world (Eph. 1:10; 
3:10). Through the existence and developing nature of His Church on earth as the 
primary medium for making known His wisdom to one and all, the strategic 
importance of the Church cannot be legitimately discounted. What God had in 
mind from creation onward is made plain to the angelic world as the Church rises 
in her spiritual splendor, and is actually realized through Christ and His universal 
gospel. 

Indeed, God’s wisdom is seen in how He arranges His purposes and plans, 
how He chooses His means, and in how He brings forth His desired results. His 
wisdom exceeds that of the world and should not be measured or calibrated by 
worldly standards or variables (1 Cor. 1:21; 2:6-7; 3:19). In Col. 1:9, Paul’s con- 
stant prayer was simple: “We ask God to give you a complete understanding of 
what He wants to do in your lives, and we ask Him to make you wise with spiritual 
wisdom.” 

Therefore, to magnify the existence, role, and responsibility of the Church 
in the economy of God is essential and just. Those who minimize, ignore, dis- 
count, or degrade the existence, role, and responsbility of the Church in the 
economy of God only manifest their opposition to God. 


Nevertheless, God continues to weave together numerous tangled threads 
into a harmonious whole in and through the Church. Whereas some human 
beings only see the clashing and crashing of opposites and impossibilities, God 
keeps on producing results which no human could have ever dreamed and no 
angelic beings could have ever foreseen. 

Those who do not love God and the Church, as the body of Christ on this 
earth, are acting counterwise to God. To do so is itself evidence that God is real. It 
reveals that opposition to God is not a denial of His reality. Secularism itself, al- 
though contrary to God’s intentions, is thus another acknowledgement that God 
is. After all, you cannot minimize, ignore, discount, or degrade someone who does 
not exist. 

In essence, “the history of the world is the history of the Church because 
the Incarnation is the center of history” (Shindler, endorsements). And as the 
founder of the Church said, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell will not 
prevail against it” (Mt. 16:18), meaning that the Church will not be conquered by 
anyone or anything. After all, God is running the show as the Creator and 
Choreographer of all the history of the world (good, bad, ugly). All aboard is the 
best choice for one and all! 
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